
Asociacion Mar a Mar 
          Center for Biodiversity and Environmental Educa5on 

Mar a Mar Mission  

Mar a Mar has been a registered Costa Rican NGO/nonprofit organiza:on since 2016. It resides and 
works in the nexus between conserva+on, tourism, and rural community economic development.  

Mar a Mar’s Mission is to alleviate poverty and help develop sustainable rural communi:es commiJed 
to conserva:on. The organiza:on does this by crea:ng and promo:ng a world-class long-distance hiking 
trail, El Camino de Costa Rica. Mar a Mar promotes El Camino domes:cally and interna:onally. Projects 
to upgrade trail infrastructure and cul:vate sustainable enterprises along the route contribute to the 
well-being of families and communi:es. As the number of trekkers and hikers grows, El Camino becomes 
a development engine for the trail’s poor communi:es bringing new resources, social infrastructure, and 
badly needed income.  

Because El Camino’s popularity depends heavily on a variety of natural and local culture aJrac:ons along 
its course, Mar a Mar and local communi:es devote special aJen:on to conserving local flora and fauna, 
promo:ng reforesta:on, and showcasing local tradi:ons. Where they exist, local development 
associa:ons are empowered to define and implement such projects with Mar a Mar playing a guiding 
and suppor:ng role. 

Our overarching strategy and Objec:ves are based on three pillars. 

 



Center for Biodiversity and Environmental Educa:on 
Within the context of the third pillar, Mar a Mar hopes to create at the end of sec:on 2 of El Camino de 
Costa Rica a Center for Biodiversity and Environmental Educa:on.  

We are at the very early stages of giving shape to a vision  
of crea:ng a Center for Biodiversity and Environmental Educa:on a type of  estación biológica that 
provides  

1. Facili:es for educa:on and training programs 

2. Sites for small research teams to work and display results  

3. A venue for innovators to showcase their ideas  

The zone just outside of Costa Rica’s Barbilla Na:onal Park at the end of Sec:on 2 of El Camino de Costa 
Rica is in our view a prime loca:on for such a center. 

Mar a Mar seeks funds from founda:ons and individuals and writes grants to a variety of 
organiza:ons.  Rela:onships with interna:onal volunteer organiza:ons have provided funds and 
volunteers for the development of projects.  

For the Center of Biodiversity and Environmental Educa:on we seek the support of the Organiza:on 
for Tropical Studies www.tropicalstudies.org , the Monteverde Ins:tute www.monteverde-ins:tute y 
Naturfreunde Interna:onal www.naturfreunde.at 

 We count with the support of ntag.partners the consulta:ons with Dr. Claus Eppe www.ntag-
partners.eu. We have consulted with the University of Costa Rica, the SINAC, the Areas of 
Conserva:ons and we will con:nue to seek the support of the communi:es con:guous to the 
Na:onal Park Barbillas whom we consider our principal partners in this venture.  

In order to reach this goal we have already taken significant steps and have focussed our efforts in 
the communi:es near the Na:onal Park Barbilla including in the Nairi Awari indigenous Territory 
ensuring that ini:a:ves are led by the community.  

As of 2023 the ini:a:ve includes this achievements:  

1) The construc:on of a Capacity building center that serves as a connec:vity hub for the 
community.  

2) Development of a hiker’s camp owned and operated Cabecar community who are the sole 
owners of the campground. It is designed for hikers but its expected to also provide lodging for 
visitors to the park and to students studying at the center.  The camp has been built with the help 
of Developing World ConnecBons www.developingworld.org Funds are also being sought from a 
program of the German Embassy in San Jose, Costa Rica.

http://www.tropicalstudies.org
http://www.monteverde-institute
http://www.naturfreunde.at
http://www.ntag-partners.eu
http://www.ntag-partners.eu
http://www.developingworld.org
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